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their force was burned out; and so we were delivered (by Gods
helpe) from this fearefull danger.
Within some 6 nights after this (which might be about the
26 day after our comming in and abode there) about u of the
clocke at night came driving downe other 3 great raftes, burning
with the hugest fires that I have seene. These were exceeding
dangerous; for when our men approched them, thinking to clap
their grapnels upon them, as they had done upon the caravels
the night before, they were prevented; for there stooke out of the
rafts many poles, which kept them from the body of the rafts,
that they could not come to throw their grapnels into them.
And yet they had this inconvenience, worse then al the rest,
which most troubled us; there stooke out among the poles
certaine hollow trunks, filled with such provision of fireworkes
that they ceased not still1 (as the fire came downe to those trunks
to set them on fire) to spout out such sparkles that our boats,
having powder in them for our mens use, durst not, for feare of
fyring themselves with their owne powder, come neere those
sparkles of the raftes. But seeing them to drive neerer and
neerer our ships, they wet certain clothes and laid upon their
flaskes and bandelers3, and so ventured upon them, and with
their grapnels tooke holde of them and so towed them on ground,
where they stooke fast, and were not burnt out the next day in
the morning. Diverse logs and timbers came driving along by
our ships and burning, but with our boats we easily defended
them. And thus (God be praysed) we escaped the second fires.
A third firing was prepared, as a negro gave us to understand,
but this we prevented by our departure. For this third firing
were very great preparations; and we were credibly informed of
certainetie that this firing should be such as we should never be
able to prevent. And assuredly these fires be dangerous things,
and not to be prevented upon the sudden, unlesse it be afore
prepared for and foreseene; for when it commeth upon the
sudden and unlocked for and unprovided for, it brirxgcth men
into a great amazement and at their wits ende. And therefore let
1 Continually.
* The bandolier was a broad belt worn over the shoulder and across the
breast, carrying cases for musket charges.